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“Holy Name High School Scholars”.  The high school students 
sign a contract to work hard, get good grades, participate in 
service days, and receive tutoring through our CASA pro-
gram if they need help.  Your donation to Holy Name Minis-
tries allows us to give financial support to our students.   This 
year, for instance, the tuition at Camden Catholic is $16,008 
a year.  Many of our students receive tuition scholarships 
from the Diocese, the Domenica Foundation and various 
individual donations.  We have some benefactors who help an 
individual student for four years through a memorial fund.  
Perhaps you can consider helping  us in that way, too.  Even 
$500-$1000 a year is a very loving gesture to help a student to 
have a promising future!  

Thank you for your faithfulness to Holy Name!   You are 
making a difference in the lives of our families!  They are so 
grateful – and so am I!   May God continue to bless you for 
your thoughtfulness and generosity for those in need.

Sincerely, 

Sister Helen Cole SSJ 
Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Greetings from Camden! !  I am so 
happy to share with you all of our 
“Good News”!  When I ask each 
ministry to tell me what new events are 
happening, I am so inspired by their 
stories.  I hope you have the same expe-
rience.   Holy Name School is always 
a hub of activity!  As you read about 
the successful students, we need to add 

that two of our students placed second and third in the four 
school Partnership-wide science fair competition! We are so 
proud to extend congratulations to Xzavier and Samayaliz – 
and to their parents and teachers!  Our lawyers are very busy 
responding to the needs of our Camden residents who are 
concerned about their status in their immigration process.  
Many of our families are living in fear for their children, their 
neighbors and themselves.  In July, Guadalupe Family Ser-
vices will celebrate a milestone – 30 years offering hope, help 
and healing from our row home at 509 State Street!  We need 
your help and support to continue these good works here in 
the city of Camden!

Another ministry we provide is high school tuition as-
sistance to our Holy Name graduates.  This program is called 

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
Thursday October 2, 2025 at the Riverton Country Club 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE!

For Information: 
856.365.1001

Welcome Bishop Joseph Williams
The Most Reverend Joseph Andrew Williams is the ninth bishop of Camden, 

New Jersey. He was appointed coadjutor bishop of the Diocese of Camden 
on May 21, 2024 by Pope Francis, and assumed the role of ordinary of the 

diocese on March 17, 2025.

A native of Minnesota, Bishop Williams, 50, had been an auxiliary for St. Paul 
and Minneapolis, appointed by the Pope December 10, 2021, and ordained a 
bishop January 25, 2022.

Last September during a vespers service on the eve of his Mass of welcome, 
Bishop Williams smiled as he looked out at the pews full of people in the Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception and said, “How blessed I am that the Holy Spirit 
brought me to South Jersey. How beautiful the people are, how beautiful the 
church is, how beautiful the tradition is in Camden. I feel like I’ve hit the jackpot.”

Welcome, Bishop Williams! We look forward to many years with you.� n  
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This second half of  
the school year at  
Holy Name has been 

off to a good start!

Irma Pacheco with her daughter Tammy (HNS Class of 1994)  
and her grandson Roberto (HNS Class of 2028)

GREAT NEWS from  
Holy Name School

We are very happy to report that  
our Doublegood Popcorn Fundraiser 
was a success.

Speaking of success, two of our sixth 
grade boys Tahj and Xzavier are the 
proud winners of the Florida Studios 
playwriting contest. The Florida Studio 
Theatre Company was founded in 1973 
in Sarasota, Florida and it has grown 

into one of the largest theatre compa-
nies in the United States. The company 
is committed to making the arts afford-
able and accessible for all. They come to 
Holy Name each year thanks to the gen-
erosity of supporters Bob and Wendy 
Grady. Students spent a week working 
with Florida studios, developing their 

From Generation to Generation

This is our fourth year that we are introducing families that have  
attended Holy Name School through the generations. In this newslet-
ter, we are happy to feature Ariel Urena. Ariel graduated from Holy 

Name Grade School in 1999. He is a 2003 Camden Catholic High School 
Alumni. When Ariel thinks about Holy Name, he fondly remembers his 
favorite teachers, Sister John Patrice and Mr. Naulty. He thanks Sister John 
for playing a math game called “Around the World” that makes him the 
multiplication expert that he is today. He credits Mr. Naulty for having him 
memorize every state’s capital and flag – that he continues to proudly recite. 
Ariel shared that many of his cousins attended Holy Name when he was 
there. He has fond memories of his friends and his family being a part of the 
Holy Name family. 

When it came time for his daughter, Cassie, to attend grade school, her 
parents chose Holy Name! “Religious values are important to me”, stated 
Ariel, “and that is what formed us when we were kids.” Cassie is now a sixth 
grader at Holy Name. Her favorite subject is Math. She has really enjoyed her 
teacher this year, Dr. Deirdre Rood — especially since they are both fans of 
the New York teams! Beyond Holy Name School, Ariel is looking forward to 
Cassie attending Camden Catholic High School. Cassie wants to follow in 
her dad’s footsteps — and we hope she will be in Camden Catholic’s Class of 
2031 too!� n

Tahj and Xzavier, proud winners of the 
Florida Studios playwriting contest

Congratulations to our coaches, Ms. Fagan and Ms. Bowen! The Girls JV CPS 
Angels Basketball Team are the Camden County Catholic Champions! 

(Continued on page 3)
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creative writing abilities with the help 
of experts. Out of 5,000 students, Tahj 
and Xzavier’s play “Bad Bruce” was 
selected to be performed by professional 
actors. They will be heading to Florida 
in May to see it performed live.

Our girl’s JV CPS basketball team, 
composed of predominantly Holy 
Name Students, won the Champion-

Holy Name School 
(Continued from page 2)

Guadalupe Family Services 
had plenty of sweet treats this 
Easter! For many years, the 

families of Judy Kulyk and Jean Vitale 
have collected, organized and delivered 
over 150 Easter baskets to Guadalupe 
Family Services. The baskets are over-
flowing with candy, coloring books, 
crayons, potato chips and snacks for 
infants. We appreciate the time, energy, 
thoughtfulness and generosity of all 
the people who work to coordinate 
this yearly event. This year, Camden 
Catholic Christian Ministries donated 
25 baskets for our children, too. 

In addition to the tasty goodies, we 
received abundant food baskets from 
the Greater Philadelphia Chapter of 
UNICO National. The families were so 
delighted to receive not only the food, 
but large black and yellow storage bins. 
This summer, Guadalupe Family Ser-
vices celebrates 30 years on State Street! 
We are so blessed by the generosity of 
so many people, businesses and grants 
that allows us to help families in need. 
To all those who help us to help others 
— a resounding thank you!

� n
A Sweet and Generous Delivery

ship Game this March. Their win 
marks an exciting end to the basketball 
season. Many of our 3rd through 8th 
grade students have now started Track 
and Field for the spring.

Students in our middle school 
participated in a Science Fair this past 
month. The kids were really into it, 
putting in a lot of thought and effort 
and giving very professional presenta-
tions. Our three winners went on to 
compete in the CPS science fair.  

Samaya and Xzavier ended up in the 
top 3 for the whole competition. We 
are so proud of them!

Holy Name is wrapping up its third 
marking period and is looking forward 
to what the rest of the school year 
brings. On April 11th, 4th through 8th 
grade students will gather in the caf-
eteria as it is transformed with decora-
tions, a DJ, and a photo booth for the 
Sneaker Ball Masquerade. We’re really 
looking forward to it! � n

Through the generosity of the  
Greater Philadelphia Chapter of 
UNICO National, these big bins are 
filled with food for our families  
to have a wonderful Easter dinner!



THE GOOD NEWS • SPRING 2025

4

CCLSJ Provides Know Your Rights  
Sessions to the Community

In the wake of the changes to immi-
gration policy and procedures im-
plemented by the new presidential 

administration, CCLSJ has seen a surge 
in requests from community groups, 
churches, schools, police departments, 
and other agencies seeking accurate, 
up-to-date information. In response, 
CCLSJ staff have been conducting 
outreach sessions throughout Southern 
New Jersey, educating the immigrant 
community about their rights and re-
sponsibilities under the new policies.

To prevent these changes from  
having a chilling effect on the most 
vulnerable including children and 
victims of crime, CCLSJ frequently 
partners with school officials, police 

departments, and other first responders 
to provide comprehensive and practical 
guidance. During these sessions, CCLSJ 
attorneys deliver detailed updates on 
the latest immigration policies, while 
law enforcement, medical profession-
als, and school administrators reassure 
the community about their continued 
access to essential services.

With reports from schools, hospi-
tals, and police departments showing a 
decline in immigrant participation and 
engagement, it is more important than 
ever to remind the immigrant commu-
nity that they have rights — and that 
they should not sacrifice their health or 
safety due to fear stemming from new 
immigration policies.

During our presentations, law 
enforcement officials remind the com-
munity that they should not hesitate to 
report crimes, even if they are undocu-
mented or a family member is undocu-
mented. Reporting crimes is crucial to 
ensuring community safety, and local 
police departments have reiterated that 
their focus remains on protecting all 
residents, not enforcing immigration 
laws. Medical professionals emphasize 
that hospitals and doctors will continue 
to provide care regardless of immigra-
tion status, and encourage individu-
als to seek medical attention without 
fear of immigration consequences. 
School administrators remind families 
that immigration authorities cannot 
enter schools without a warrant and 
that schools will continue to protect 
students’ privacy and security under 
existing protocols.

A recent Know Your Rights session 
held at Sacred Heart Parish in Camden  
on February 9, shortly before the Eagles’  
big victory, demonstrated the impor-
tance of these efforts. CCLSJ staff were 
joined by members of the Camden 
County Police Department, staff from 
the Mexican Consulate’s office, and 
Dr. Leslie D’Ambola to present crucial 
information and answer community 
questions. Bishop Joseph Williams also 
attended the presentation and thanked 
CCLSJ for providing such valuable and 
timely information.

CCLSJ greatly appreciated the sup-
port that we receive from the Diocese 
of Camden and other community part-
ners, we remain committed to empow-
ering and protecting the immigrant 
community by ensuring they have the 
knowledge and confidence to exercise 
their rights.� n

Camden Center for  
Law and Social Justice 
Jeff DeCristorfaro, Esquire 
856.583.2950
Guadalupe  
Family Services 
Sister Helen Cole  
SSJ, MSW, LCSW 
856.365.8081

Holy Name 
of Camden 
Ministries

Holy Name School 
Meg Kent, BA 
856.365.7930
Holy Name Scholars 
Barbara Power 
856.365.1001

Know Your Rights session held at Sacred Heart Parish in Camden


